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DIPLOMACY

Delegation Barred By Israel
From Visiting Palestine Writes
Open Letter to Modi
If Israel does not apologise, members of delegation say, the Modi
government should "ensure reciprocal discourtesy to Israeli citizens
visiting India".
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas in February 2018. Credit: Twiiter @PMOIndia
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New Delhi: In an open letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, an Indian
delegation which had been invited to Ramallah in Palestine on April 11-12
has spoken out about being humiliated by Israel and being denied entry into
Palestine.

Accusing the Israeli government of arrogance, high-handedness and
discourtesy, the letter goes on to narrate “all but two members holding
diplomatic passports were turned back from the Israeli check-post at the
Israeli end of the King Hussein Bridge”.

Questioning why this was the case since the Indian and Israeli governments
have made a huge deal about having “dramatically improved relations”, the
delegation has asked that “immediate corrective action” be taken.

They delegation has also said that if Israel does not furnish an apology, India
should “ensure reciprocal discourtesy to Israeli citizens visiting India”.

Read the full text of the letter here:

Respected Shri Narendra Modi Ji ,

While the your government continues to claim that it has dramatically
improved relations with Israel without diminishing our support to the
Palestinian cause, the experience of an Indian delegation that was invited by
the Palestine National Authority to an International Conference in Ramallah
on 11-12 April 2018, would indicate that our government’s appeasement of
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Israel has only augmented Israeli arrogance, high-handedness and discourtesy
in dealing with Indian citizens holding valid passports and valid visas to visit
Palestinian National Territory.  Israeli approved entry permits valid for entry
of Indian delegation into the Palestinian National Territory occupied by Israel.

All but two members holding diplomatic passports were turned back from the
Israeli check-post at the Israeli end of the King Hussein Bridge (Allenby
Bridge) that marks the border between Jordan and Israel/Palestine. Even the
two members holding diplomatic passports were cleared only after hours,
indeed in one case more than an entire day, of waiting and only after the
intervention of the Indian Mission in Tel Aviv and the Office of the Indian
Representative in Ramallah to remind Israel of the solemn India-Israel
agreement to not require holders of Indian diplomatic passports to secure
visas prior to entering Israel.

All the others were humiliated, arbitrarily turned down and refused entry
despite presenting valid travel documents. The Army personnel there behaved
very rudely. 

This exposes the tall claims made by the your government about the alleged
goodwill of the Israelis towards our country and its nationals. It also exposes
the hollowness of the current Indian establishment’s claim to standing up for
Palestine. Thousands of Israelis are given visas and enter India without any
interrogation or hitch and are treated as guests.  Whereas we saw hoards of
Indian Christian pilgrims stuck for hours interrogated and harassed and
misbehaved at the entry point before either allowed entry or refused entry
inspite of holding valid entry permits..

What is urgently called for is  immediate corrective action. We, the members
of the Indian delegation, call upon the Government of India to agitate this
case of ill-treatment of Indian citizens with the Israeli authorities and ensure
reciprocal discourtesy to Israeli citizens visiting India if the Israelis will not
apologise and mend their ways.

Swami Agnivesh

Mohd. Salim, MP

Mani Shankar Aiyar
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emerging concept of the Indo-Paci c.   

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi delivering the keynote address at Shangri La Dialogue, in Singapore on June 1, 2018. Credit:
PTI

New Delhi: India will promote a democratic and rules-based international
order in the Indo-Pacific with ASEAN at its heart, that allows free access to
common spaces and is not limited to a ‘club of limited members’, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on Friday.
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The Indian leader delivered the inaugural keynote address of the Shangri-La
Dialogue, which is Asia’s premier security conference with participation from
a phalanx of defence ministers and senior military officers. The audience
included the Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong and the US
secretary of defence Jim Mattis – the latter having just re-christened the US
Pacific Command as the Indo-Pacific command (Indopacom) just days ago on
May 30.

Stating that India was defined by the oceanic sphere, Modi noted that Indians
have been a familiar face in Southeast Asia for hundreds of years. On recent
engagements, he pointed out that India had hosted the leaders of all ten
ASEAN members for the ASEAN-India commemorative summit and annual
Republic Day parade.

For a large portion of his speech, Modi sought to reassure Southeast Asian
countries that ASEAN will not be sidelined in the emerging concept of the
Indo-Pacific, defined as stretching “from the shores of Africa to that of the
Americas”.

Earlier last month, Singaporean foreign minister Vivian Balakrishnan had
pointed out that the idea of the Indo-Pacific was not well-developed enough
for other countries to buy-in into the strategic concept.

Addressing this regional scepticism, Modi referred to the Southeast Asian
bloc over 20 times in his 35-minute speech.

“The ten countries of Southeast Asia connect the two great oceans in both the
geographical and civilisational sense. Inclusiveness, openness and ASEAN
centrality and unity, therefore, lie at the heart of the new Indo-Pacific,” he
said.

While ASEAN centrality has been talked about by India several times, this
was the first time that ASEAN unity was also spotlighted by the South Asian
nation. There has been some fraying in unity between the members of the
regional bloc over differences in approach to dealing with China on the South
China Sea dispute.

“ASEAN unity is essential for a stable future for this region. And each of us
must support it, not weaken it,” he said.

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/05/30/indo-pacom-it-is-pacific-command-gets-renamed/
http://www.mea.gov.in/Speeches-Statements.htm?dtl/29943/Prime+Ministers+Keynote+Address+at+Shangri+La+Dialogue+June+01+2018
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-not-joining-us-japan-led-free-and-open-indo-pacific-for-now-vivian-balakrishnan
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Nudging the bloc to take ownership of the concept, the Indian PM asserted
that ASEAN has already “laid the foundation of the Indo-Pacific region”.
“The East Asia Summit and the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership – two important initiatives of ASEAN – embrace this geography,”
he said.

The Indian prime minister also implicitly assured that the so-called ‘Quad’ of
Japan, Australia, US and India – whose officials met last November – will not
be the custodian of the Indo-Pacific.

“India does not see the Indo-Pacific region as a strategy or as a club of limited
members. Nor as a grouping that seeks to dominate. And by no means do we
consider it as directed against any country,” said Modi.

Earlier in his speech, he had also tried to play down the ‘Quad’, without
naming it, as being one of only several plurilateral groupings that India is a
part of. “With several of our partners, we meet in formats of three or more”.

Cautioning that “Asia of rivalry will hold us all back”, he said that
competition must not turn into conflict and differences must not be allowed to
become disputes.

“It is normal to have partnerships on the basis of shared values and interests.
India, too, has many in the region and beyond. We will work with them,
individually or in formats of three or more, for a stable and peaceful region.
But our friendships are not alliances of containment,” he asserted.

The Indian prime minister mentioned India’s recent engagements with Russia,
US, China, Japan and other major powers to underline the multipolar focus of
India’s foreign policy.

Painting a volatile world, he called for a collective response to shore up the
shaken foundations of the global order.

“We see growing mutual insecurity and rising military expenditure; internal
dislocations turning into external tensions; and new fault lines in trade and
competition in the global commons. Above all, we see assertion of power
over re-course to international norms. In the midst of all this, there are
challenges that touch us all, including the un-ending threat of terrorism and

https://thewire.in/external-affairs/india-us-japan-australia-meet-together-for-first-time-in-ten-years
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extremism. This is a world of inter-dependent fortunes and failures. And no
nation can shape and secure it on its own”.

On India’s response, he said that New Delhi “will promote a democratic and
rules-based international order, in which all nations, small and large, thrive as
equal and sovereign”.

He added that India “will work with others to keep our seas, space and
airways free and open; our nations secure from terrorism, and our cyberspace
free from disruption and conflict”.

Committing to keep the Indian economy open, Modi said India will “share our
resources, markets and prosperity with our friends and partners”.

The Indian PM delineated at least six elements in India’s “positive” vision for
the Indo-Pacific region.

He began by saying the Indo-Pacific should be “free and inclusive” which
includes “all nations in this geography as also others beyond who have a stake
in it”. This was obviously supporting the continued presence of US as an
Asian power.

The second ‘element’ was Asean centrality, followed by the need for a
common rules-based order that should apply to “all individually as to the
global commons”.

He said that the ‘order’ had to respect sovereignty and territorial integrity, as
well as equality of all nations.

“These rules and norms should be based on the consent of all, not on the
power of the few. This must be based on faith in dialogue, and not
dependence on force. It also means that when nations make international
commitments, they must uphold them,” said the Indian leader. The last
mention of adhering to international commitments could be a dig at both
China and the US.

In an obvious reference to the South China Sea issue, Modi described the
fourth component as the right to free access to the global commons on sea and
air “that would require freedom of navigation, unimpeded commerce and
peaceful settlement of disputes in accordance with international law”.
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“When we all agree to live by that code, our sea lanes will be pathways to
prosperity and corridors of peace,” he added.

Batting in favour of globalisation, Modi spoked against growing
protectionism in goods and services. “We will also support rule-based, open,
balanced and stable trade environment in the Indo-Pacific region, which lifts
up all nations on the tide of trade and investment,” he said.

At the same time, Modi pointed out to ASEAN that they have to also give
something in the negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP). India has been the hold-out in RCEP negotiations, due to
concerns over restrictions on services. “RCEP must be comprehensive, as the
name suggests, and the principles declared. It must have a balance among
trade, investment and services,” he added.

Further, he said that connectivity projects in the region “must promote trade,
not strategic competition”.

“There are many connectivity initiatives in the region. If these have to
succeed, we must not only build infrastructure, we must also build bridges of
trust. And for that, these initiatives must be based on respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity, consultation, good governance, transparency, viability
and sustainability. They must empower nations, not place them under
impossible debt burden. They must promote trade, not strategic competition.”

This was a reiteration of India’s opposition to the Belt and Road Initiative
which was first articulated when New Delhi did not attend the flagship
summit in Beijing last year.
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